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 Director, Sheryl Woodham

Three Tips For Reducing Child Molestation By Adolescents
As many children stay home for the summer, parents need to be on the lookout for potential dangers with having adolescents in a caregiver role. An article published in Child Abuse & Neglect: The International Journal, looks at the growing problem of molestation by teens. The following is a summary of the article by Brian E. Oliver, “Three Steps to Reducing Child Molestation by Adolescents,” which explores the number of teens committing assaults against children and methods for combating the problem.  Less recognized is the number of instances that involve teen offenders. During the 1990s, teens were the perpetrators in 40% of sexual assaults reported to law enforcement in the U.S. involving victims under age 6. Similar results were found in a Canadian study which found that almost 1/3 of suspected or known sexual offenders against children were under age 21.  While the numbers are disturbing, little has been done to address the problem. This is partly because of the discomfort most adults feel discussing sex with adolescents. It is clear that intervention is needed and there are steps society can take to reach out young people before they sexually offend.

First, young teens need to be educated about the inappropriateness of sexual contact with young children and the harm that causes. An adolescent child molester who successfully completed treatment described an incident when he was 14 involving the public fondling of an 8-year-old girl. “I was at a swimming establishment with my family and friends of my family. I came upon an 8-year-old girl and I began playing with her in the water. The play was initially quite innocent; however, as time progressed, I got slightly aroused, reached my hand under her bathing suit and began fondling her...this was done pretty much on impulse.”  An adult later came over and took the girl to safety.  

Therefore, adults may help reduce the number of children who experience sexual abuse at the hands of adolescents by educating youth that sexual contact between adolescents and young children is abuse, not play, and that such actions have very serious consequences. 

Second, adults should urge teens to seek guidance if they find themselves having sexual urges toward children and educate them about the danger of child-oriented fantasies. The onset of sexual fantasies often begins in adolescence and is usually well established by 18. Studies show that having child-oriented fantasies and dwelling on them are highly related to abusive behaviors.

Adults can make effective intervention by calmly explaining to youth entering puberty that while fantasy is not altogether bad, fantasies that can harm others are dangerous, and sexual involvement of children is very harmful.

Many teens, engage in risky behavior, even when they know the behavior is wrong. So, the third step to reduce sexual abuse of children is for adults to intervene when as soon as teens display warning signs.  Warning signs given by the organization Stop It Now! include if an adolescent: 1) Refuses to let a child set their own limits; 2) Insists on hugging, touching, kissing, tickling, wrestling, etc. even when the child does not want affection; 3) Manages to get alone or insists on time with a child with no interruption; 4) Regularly offers to baby-sit different children for free or takes children on outings alone; 5) Buys expensive gifts or gives money for no apparent reason; 6) Encourages silence and secrets in a child; or 7) Often has a “special” child friend, maybe a different one from year to year.

Educating parents and other adults to talk to teens about the harm of child sexual abuse and child oriented sexual fantasy, along with knowledge of warning signs and immediate help can go a long way to reduce sexual abuse. 

(Reprinted with permission of Children’s Medical Resource Network)
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Get Ready for The Guardian Center’s Golf Scramble!

Jim & Lisa Kress will be hosting our Fourth Annual Golf Scramble at the Carmi Country Club on August 2, 2008.  

If you would be willing to be an event sponsor, donate items, or participate in the scramble, please contact Jim & Lisa at 382-3797 or you may contact the office at 382-8247.

Spotlight on New Staff

Welcome to Erin (Gholson) Morrison who recently joined our staff while Debbie Hall is out on a temporary medical leave.  Erin is a native of Carmi with a degree in marketing and a passion to help others.  We have enjoyed having Erin’s smile and great personality in the Center!

Welcome also to our newest staff member, Mollie Wise.  Mollie will be the new Advocate Caseworker at the Harrisburg Satellite office.  Mollie and her husband, Matt have a baby girl, Ammie, who is 8 months old.  Mollie is eager to help children in Saline County and will begin her duties July 7th, 2008.

Spotlight on New Board Members

Welcome to our new board members who will begin their volunteer board participation in July of 2008.  We are happy to invite Marlene Febuary of Eldorado, Illinois to join our Personnel Committee.  Marlene is an educator at the Eldorado Elementary School and has experience in a number of community organizations, including United Way of Southern Illinois, the Eldorado Cameo Theatre, the American Red Cross, and the Choisser Kitchen.  Marlene also has coached volleyball and track.  Welcome Marlene!

Welcome also to Carrie Holley.  Carrie works for First Bank of Carmi as an internal auditor and is currently studying for the CPA exam.  She is an Edwards County native, but lives in Carmi.  Carrie enjoys running in the mornings and gardening.  Carrie will be participating on our Finance Committee.  Welcome Carrie!

Thanks to Retiring Board Member Tom Clore!

Tom Clore of Eldorado, Illinois will be leaving the Board of Directors this month after serving faithfully for the past three years.  Tom lives with his wife, Chloe Ann and they have three grown children.  Tom works in the insurance and investment business with Prudential Financial Services and is an active member of the First Baptist Church of Eldorado, Illinois.   

Tom has been supportive of The Guardian Center in giving of his time, energy and ideas.  Tom has participated for three years as a celebrity waiter for The Guardian Center’s annual fundraiser, the TIP-A-VIP Celebrity Banquet.  Thank you, Tom, for your dedication and participation.  We wish you the very best in all your endeavors!

Good Search: A Great Way to Raise Money For The Guardian Center

Would you like to support The Guardian Center, and not spend any money?  We learned of a new search site that supports your favorite charity of choice.  Good Search is a grassroots effort to help support your community and non–profit organizations.  Each time you search using Good Search, they will donate $.01 to the Center.  The Website is www.goodsearch.com, as you enter the site, they will ask you to enter your charity, which we hope will be The Guardian Center, Inc. The more people that use Good Search, the more money raised for the Center.  If you have questions, just give us a call at the Center at 382-8247 or online at www.theguardiancenter.org
 Newsletter Online
Our Quarterly Newsletter is available on the web.  If you would be interested 

in receiving your newsletter online, please give us a call at 382-8247 or email dhall @theguardiancenter.org

to leave us your email address.

Monthly Electronic Debit Authorization 

The Finance Committee, made up of our Board Members, has prepared an Authorization for Monthly Electronic Debit.  If you or your organization would like to make Monthly gifts to The Guardian Center, we now have a Monthly Electronic Debit Authorization form available for your convenience.  If you have any questions, please give us a call at the Center at 382-8247.
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Statistics for 3rd Quarter   FY08
Our third quarter of fiscal year 2008 was a busy one for our Advocates. The table below shows the breakdown of our new cases by our five Counties. Aside from the new cases, our Advocates continued working with 194 open cases.

	County
	New
Referrals
	Sexual Abuse
	Physical   Abuse 

	Edwards
	1
	 1
	-

	Gallatin
	3
	3
	-

	Saline
	6
	4
	2

	Wabash
	5
	5
	-

	White
	9
	9
	-

	Other
	1
	1
	-

	TOTAL
	25
	23
	2


 Memorial Envelopes 

The Community Marketing Committee, made up of our Board Members, has been working with Sheryl to prepare Memorial Fund Envelopes to be distributed to Funeral Homes within our five counties.  Should a family desire that memorial gifts be made in memory of a loved one, we now have those Memorial Envelopes available.  If you have any questions, please give us a call at the Center at 382-8247.


We continue to be blessed with the support of our communities that we serve in Edwards, Gallatin, Saline, Wabash, and White Counties.  Your generosity allows the Center to continue providing quality services to the children and families that we serve.    Your gifts allow us to continue providing services to our most vulnerable victims.  You make a difference in the life of a child.  A special thank you to:

*Chris & Lora Marsh

*Pauline Beck

*Betty Moore

*Randy & Debbie Kleinschmidt

*Norris City Quilter’s Guild

*Semper Fidelis Sunday School Class-First Christian Church

*Women’s Class-Star General Baptist Church

*Roger & Ilene Heckler

*Frieda Cutchin

*Jamie & Pam Layton

*Carolyn Hanks

*State Farm Insurance Foundation-Doug Raber

*The Poshard Foundation

*Anna Lee Marvel 


*Doris Starks

*Ruth Sell
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By providing items on our Wish List are ultimately helping the many children we serve in five counties each year at The Guardian Center, Inc.  We respectfully request that all items for the children are new or very gently used.  Thank you for your understanding.





FOR THE CENTER


Postage Stamps (42¢)			( Blank DVDs (DVD+-RW)	


Color & White Copy Paper			( Snacks for children


Card Stock (8 ½ by 11)			( ½” to 2” 3-ring binders


Ampad Flip Chart 20 x 25 ½ (#24-038)	( Wal-Mart gift cards for supplies	





FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES 


Fast food gift certificates for children's meals (McDonald's, Burger King, Subway, Taco Bell, Dairy Queen, etc.)


Store gift cards or Movie Passes for birthday gifts or advocate activities with children (store or theater in Edwards, Gallatin, Saline, Wabash or White Counties please)


Gas gift cards for families needing help to get to counseling. 


We would like to thank everyone who has donated Beanie Babies & other stuffed animals over the past few years.   However, we now have a rather large collection and would respectfully request no more at this time.  Thank You!
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